
Summer Reading Class of ‘22 

Step 1: Read each of the short stories listed below  

Good Country People by Flannery O'Connor 

A Passion of the Desert by Honore de Balzac 

Miss Brill by Katherine Mansfield 

Araby by James Joyce 

Two Blue Birds by DH Lawrence 

 
Step 2: Follow the directions below for EACH short story. 

✓ You must HANDWRITE your responses.  
✓ Choose ONE question to answer for EACH category (Character, Setting, Plot/Structure, 

Narrator, and Diction/ Imagery/Symbol). So… for each short story, you will have 
answered 5 questions.  

✓ You may use any single question up to three times throughout the overall assignment. 
✓ You are expected to choose questions that are relevant to each story. 
✓ Answers should make a claim concerning, include all relevant evidence in the form of 

quotes, and explain how the evidence supports your claim. A simple “yes” or “no” is not 
acceptable. 

✓ For each story, write the title in quotation marks at the top of the page and then 
complete the questions you have chosen for that story.  

✓ In answering the questions, use the same numbering as below (e.g., I. Character. 1) 
✓ Have this ready to turn in on the first day of school; this will be a graded assignment.  
✓ Be prepared to discuss each story in detail. 

 
Category Questions for Assignment 

 
I. CHARACTER: Explain the function of character: Use the protagonist and/or the antagonist to 

answer these questions 
1. How does the character think, speak, and act? What words does he/she/they use? How does 

the character reveal his/her/their motives and values based on thoughts, speech, action, or 
inaction? 

2. How does the character’s perspective shift over the course of the narrative? 
3. How does the character compare to other characters?  
4. How does the character change externally (health, wealth, etc.)? Internally (psychologically, 

emotionally, etc.)? How does external influence internal and vice versa? 
5. How does conflict affect or change the character? 
6. The “antagonist” doesn’t have to be a character. It can also be society, nature, or the 

protagonist’s internal conflict. With that in mind, is there a clear “antagonist” in the story? 
7. How the characters’ value systems interact? What tensions are created? 
8. Does some group or force function as a “character”? How does this “character” interact with the 

protagonist or other characters? 
9. How do the inconsistencies or unexpected developments in a character affect the reader’s 

understanding of that character? 

https://repositorio.ufsc.br/bitstream/handle/123456789/163600/Good%20Country%20People%20-%20Flannery%20O%27Connor.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1555/1555-h/1555-h.htm
http://www.katherinemansfieldsociety.org/assets/KM-Stories/MISS-BRILL1920.pdf
https://www.plato-philosophy.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Araby.pdf
http://fullreads.com/literature/two-blue-birds/


II. SETTING: Explain the function of setting 
1. Are settings in the narrative contrasted? How does this show a conflict of values? 
2. What is the character’s attitude toward his/her/their environment? 
3. What insights about the character are shown through his/her/their interaction with the 

environment? 
 

III. PLOT/STRUCTURE: Explain the function of plot and structure: 
1. What chronology does the plot follow? How does the author make use of flashbacks, 

foreshadowing, in medias res, or stream of consciousness? 
2. How do the narrative structures (flashbacks, foreshadowing, etc.) build anticipation or suspense 

for the reader? 
3. How does the text show situational or verbal irony? How is the irony created? 
4. To what extent does a significant event develop characters? 
5. Does the significant event reveal competing value structures? 
6. How do the character’s internal conflicts and/or external conflicts obstruct him/her/them? 

 
IV. NARRATOR: Explain the function of the narrator: 
1. What is the narrator’s perspective (how he/she/they see his/her/their circumstances)? 
2. How does the narrator’s point of view influence his/her/their level of involvement and intimacy 

with details, events, or characters? 
3. How does the narrator’s background and perspective shape his/her/their attitude (tone) toward 

characters and events? What effect does this have on the reader? 
4. How do descriptive words, such as adjectives and adverbs, convey a perspective toward the 

things they describe? 
5. How do the narrator’s perspective and choices about details reveal his/her/their biases, 

motivations, or understandings? 
6. Does the narrator’s bias make him/her/them unreliable? How does the narrator’s reliability 

contribute to the reader’s understanding of the characters’ motives? 
 

V. DICTION/IMAGERY/SYMBOLS: Explain the function of diction, imagery, and symbols 
1. What words have multiple meanings? How does that influence the reader’s interpretation of the 

text? 
2. What words seem to be chosen specifically to add to characterization, mood, tone, or theme? 

Why would the author choose to use those specific words?  
3. What words or phrases are repeated? What idea(s) does the repetition emphasize? 
4. Where does the author use hyperbole or understatement? How do these devices convey the 

author’s perspective? 
5. What objects are symbolic? How are they being used? What might they mean? 
6. What characters represent ideas?  
7. In what ways might the setting be symbolic? 

 
 
 


